
STATEMENT BY THE POLISH PEN CLUB 

ON THE GROWING WAVE OF ANTI-UKRAINIAN SENTIMENT IN POLAND 

We do not consent to, nor do we silently condone, the anti-Ukrainian smear campaign in Poland. 
The Polish PEN Club protests against insinuations that Prime Minister Tusk’s current 
government serves ‘Ukrainian interests’ simply because it includes a Polish-born minister from 
the Polish Ukrainian Szeptycki family, a descendant of Aleksander Fredro, the Polish writer. In a 
democratic state the work of ministers, civil servants and public officials should be judged by 
what they achieve, not by their ethnicity. It was the supporters and members of totalitarian 
regimes who judged their fellow citizens on grounds of ethnicity. Public calls for “vetting” on 
such basis instantly bring to mind politically motivated campaigns of exclusion and 
discrimination, such as the ethnic purges in communist Poland: Operation Vistula or March 
1968. 

The Polish PEN Club is an association defending freedom of speech within the confines of law. 
Minister Andrzej Szeptycki’s statement made in a conversation about the tragic history of 
conflicts between Poles and Ukrainians1 in one of the Polish media was truthful and did not 
violate the law. Nevertheless, political forces have exploited it for attacks, attempting to gain 
electoral support in this disgraceful manner. Contrary to government statements, some politicians 
continue to try to persuade the public that part of the EU’s SAFE programme will be allocated to 
the armed forces of Ukraine, which is fighting Russian aggression. 

Almost every day in Poland, acts of verbal and physical aggression are directed at Ukrainians, as 
well as at Polish citizens who support Ukraine. This is happening on the streets and in the Polish 
Parliament. Nationalists have launched a mendacious anti-Ukrainian campaign on social media 
and in the mainstream media outlets that sympathize with them. This campaign violates Polish 
law and devastates public debate. Worse still, under the pressure of this dirty wave, government 
authorities are withdrawing state aid previously granted to Ukrainian refugees. They are 
imposing disproportionate penalties for offences committed by Ukrainians. They are helping to 
create an atmosphere of threat for 200,000 Ukrainian children in Polish schools.   

When Russia invaded Ukraine, we took in vast numbers of war refugees. We became a model for 
the world. We overcame the tragic legacy of the past in the relations between our countries and 
peoples. We were guided by the doctrine of Mieroszewski and Giedroyc which states that there 
can be no free Poland without a free Ukraine. 

Today we are on the wrong path: we are heading towards wasting this achievement. The far right 
is pushing part of society back into the old patterns of anti-Ukrainian hysteria. We call on the 
Polish authorities and all people of good will– both the state and civil society – to join forces to 

1 
https://www.polskieradio.pl/395/7784/Artykul/3696891,polish-official-faces-backlash-over-ukrainian-compa
rison 



defend the Ukrainian community in Poland more effectively against a nationalist campaign of 
false accusations, hostility and prejudice. 

 

The Board of the Polish PEN Club,  

Warsaw, 15 June 2026, the day on which the Armed Forces of the Russian Federation bombed 
the Pechersk Lavra in Kyiv. 

 


